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Good Friday 

April 15, 2022             

1:00 and 7:00pm 

St. John’s Lutheran Church --- Goodhue, MN 
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Good Friday Tenebrae Service  

Tonight the church remembers the crucifixion of our Lord. The word tene-
brae (TEN-ǝ-bray) means “darkness.” The service we use tonight originated 
in medieval monasticism as part of the monks’ daily prayer and worship 
life and was used during Holy Week.  

Our remembrance, while solemn, is not a mes-
sage of gloom, but the awe-filled adoration of 
the Son of God as He willingly offers up His life 
as the Lamb of God. Worship on Good Friday is 
not a funeral service for Jesus, but an austere 
time of reflection, intercession, adoration of the 
Lamb of God, and quiet meditation. We gather 
to celebrate the sacrifice Jesus made for us on 
the cross.  

On our altar this evening burn seven candles. The candles will be extin-
guished as the service progresses, darkening the chancel. The sanctuary 
will also slowly darken throughout the service. Towards the end of the ser-
vice, the final candle of the candelabra is extinguished leaving the church 
in darkness for the Lord’s Prayer.  

The service is closed by a loud sound, called the strepitus, which has been 
interpreted by worshippers in a number of ways. Some see the strepitus as 
a symbol to remind us of the stone that was rolled in front of Jesus’ tomb 
to seal it shut; others feel it is a fitting noise having heard Jesus’ words, “It 
is finished”; still others view it as foreshadowing the rending of Christ’s 
tomb at His resurrection on Easter morning.  

Finally, the center candle is re-lit — symbolizing Jesus Christ as the Light of 
the world — before the congregation departs the church.  

After the service, the ushers will not dismiss the congregation. Everyone is 
encouraged to take some time for quiet and solemn meditation on Psalm 
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JOIN US EASTER MORNING!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

9:00am Service 
Grades K-8 will be singing. 

The Cross is Empty………….And so is the Tomb!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

HE IS RISEN! RISEN INDEED! 
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 Psalm 51  

For the director of music. A psalm of David. When the prophet Nathan 
came to him after David had committed adultery with Bathsheba.  

 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according to 
your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  

Wash away all my iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my 
transgressions, and my sin is always before me.  Against you, you only, have 
I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right 
when you speak and justified when you judge.  Surely I was sinful at birth, 
sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  

Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the in-
most place. Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will 
be whiter than snow.  Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have 
crushed rejoice.  Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity. 
Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  Re-
store to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain 
me.  Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and sinners will turn back to 
you.  Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my 
tongue will sing of your righteousness.  O Lord, open my lips, and my 
mouth will declare your praise.  You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would 
bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  The sacrifices of God 
are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not des-
pise.  In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; build up the walls of Jeru-
salem.  Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to de-
light you; then bulls will be offered on your altar.  
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51 and prayer. We look forward to greeting one another on Easter morn-
ing:  

“Christ is risen.”  
“He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!”  

 
INVOCATION 

 

P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen 

 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

P: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess 
our sins, asking Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to for-
give us. 

ALL:  Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin. 

 For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

 For sins of habit and sins of choice 

 For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from Your presence forever. O Lord, I am 
sorry for my sins.  Forgive me, for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Congregation Sings:  CW #420, v. 1 

    “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 
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FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

P: Christ suffered the punishment of our sin as He endured the        
pains of hell for us when His Father forsook Him on the cross.  
That means that the debt you owed for you sin has been paid.  
Brothers and Sisters, no matter what you have done, your sins 
are forgiven. 

 

Congregation Sings:  CW #420, v. 5 

   “Jesus, I Will Ponder Now” 

 

P: May this forgiveness give you peace tonight and always. 

C: Amen. 

 

At this time you may come up and put a nail in the cross. 

 

HYMN:  CW #525, vv. 1-4 

   “The Lamb” 

 

PRAYER 

P: God Most Holy, look with mercy on this Your family, for whom 
our Lord Jesus Christ was willing to be betrayed, to be given over 
into the hands of the wicked, and to suffer death upon the cross.  
Keep us always faithful to Him , our only Savior, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen 

 

THE FINAL PORTION OF THE PASSION HISTORY AS IT IS COMPILED 
FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS… 
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The seventh and final candle is extinguished leaving the sanctuary in 
darkness.  

 

LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,  

Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  

as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever.  

Amen.  

 

The strepitus 

 Pastor Solo –Were You There (CW 426, stanza 3)  

The seventh candle is re-lit in the chancel, signifying Jesus Christ 
who is the Light of the world. The worshipers may remain as 
long as they like for prayer and meditation on Psalm 51 (on page 
14 of this service folder) or other portions of Scripture.  

Please leave in silence and quiet contemplation over the price 
that your Savior paid so that you get to spend eternity with Him. 
We wait with eager anticipation for our Easter celebration, the 
fulfillment of His promise that the grave cannot hold Him.  
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 Going to Pilate, he asked for the body of Jesus. Pilate was sur-
prised to hear that He was already dead. Summoning the centurion, 
he asked him if Jesus had already died. When he had learned from 
the centurion that it was so, he gave the body to Joseph. Joseph took 
the body down and wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, which he had 
bought.  

 He was accompanied by Nicodemus, the man who earlier had 
visited Jesus at night. Nicodemus brought a mixture of myrrh and al-
oes, about seventy-five pounds. Taking Jesus’ body, the two of them 
wrapped it, with the spices, in strips of linen. This was in accordance 
with Jewish burial customs.  

 At the place where Jesus was crucified, there was a garden, 
and in the garden a new tomb cut out of rock in which no one had 
ever been laid. 13 They laid Jesus there because it was nearby and 
also because it was the Jewish Day of Preparation and the Sabbath 
was about to begin. The women who had come with Jesus from Gali-
lee followed Joseph and saw the tomb and how His body was laid in 
it. Joseph rolled a big stone in front of the entrance of the tomb and 
went away. The women went home and prepared spices and per-
fumes. But they rested on the Sabbath in obedience to the com-
mandment.  

 The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests 
and the Pharisees went to Pilate. “Sir,” they said, “we remember that 
while He was still alive that impostor said, ‘After three days I will rise 
again.’ So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the 
third day. Otherwise, His disciples may come and steal the body and 
tell the people that He has been raised from the dead. This last de-
ception will be worse than the first!”  

 “Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as se-
cure as you know how.” So they went and made the tomb secure by 
putting a seal on the stone and posting a guard.  
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JESUS’FIRST WORDS 

 

“FATHER, FORGIVE THEM, FOR THEY DO NOT  

KNOW WHAT THEY ARE DOING” 

 

 

It was the third hour when they 
crucified Him, along with the crim-
inals - one on His right, the other 
on His left, and Jesus in the mid-
dle.  Thus the Scripture was ful-
filled which says, He was counted 
with the lawless ones.”  Jesus said, 
“Father, forgive them, for they do 
not know what they are doing.” 

 

HYMN:  CW #426, vv. 1-2 

   “Were You There” 

 

JESUS’ SECOND WORDS 

 

‘I TELL YOU THE TRUTH, TODAY YOU WILL BE WITH ME IN            
PARADISE” 

 

 Pilate had a notice prepared and fastened above His head on 
the cross. The written charge against Him read: Jesus Of Nazareth, 
The King Of The Jews. The sign was written in Aramaic, Latin and 
Greek. Many of the Jews read this sign, for the place where Jesus 
was crucified was near the city. The chief priests of the Jews protest-
ed to Pilate, “Do not write ‘The King of the Jews,’ but that this man 
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claimed to be king of the Jews.”  

 Pilate answered, “What I have written, I have written."  

 When the soldiers crucified Jesus, they took His clothes, divid-
ing them into four shares, one for each of them. They cast lots to see 
what each would get. The undergarment remained. It was seamless, 
woven in one piece from top to bottom. “Let’s not tear it,” they said 
to one another. “Let’s decide by lot who will get it.” This happened 
that the Scripture might be fulfilled which said, “They divided My 
garments among themselves and cast lots for My clothing.” So this is 
what the soldiers did. And sitting down, they kept watch over Him 
there.  

 The people too stood watching. Those who passed by hurled 
insults at Him, shaking their heads and saying, “So! You who are go-
ing to destroy the Temple and build it in three days, come down 
from the cross and save Yourself! Come down from the cross, if You 
are the Son of God!” Even the rulers sneered at Him. In the same 
way the chief priests and the teachers of the Law mocked Him 
among themselves. “He saved others,” they said, “but He can’t save 
Himself! Let this Christ, this King of Israel, come down now from the 
cross, that we may see and believe. He trusts in God. Let God rescue 
Him now if He wants Him, for He said, ‘I am the 7 Son of God.’” In 
the same way the robbers who were crucified with Him heaped in-
sults on Him. The soldiers also came up and mocked Him. They 
offered Him wine vinegar and said, “If You are the king of the Jews, 
save Yourself!”  

 One of the criminals who hung there hurled insults at Him: 
“Aren’t You the Christ? Save Yourself and us!” But the other criminal 
rebuked him. “Don’t you fear God,” he said, “Since you are under 
the same sentence? We are punished justly, for we are getting what 
our deeds deserve. But this man has done nothing wrong.” Then he 
said, “Jesus, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” Je-
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“Surely this was a righteous man. Surely He was the Son of God!” 12 
 When all the people who had gathered to witness this sight 
saw what took place, they beat their breasts and went away. But all 
those who knew Him, stood at a distance. They included many wom-
en who had followed Jesus from Galilee to care for His needs, 
among them Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James the 
younger and Joseph, and Salome the mother of Zebedee’s sons. 
Many other women who had come up with Him to Jerusalem were 
also there.  

 Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be 
a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on 
the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs 
broken and the bodies taken down. The soldiers therefore came and 
broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, 
and then those of the other.  

 But when they came to Jesus and found that He was already 
dead, they did not break His legs. Instead, one of the soldiers 
pierced Jesus’ side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and 
water.  

 The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is 
true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you 
also may have faith. These things happened so that the Scripture 
would be fulfilled: “Not one of His bones will be broken,” and as an-
other Scripture says, “They will look on the One they have pierced.” 
 Later, as evening approached on the Preparation Day, that is, 
the day before the Sabbath, there came a man named Joseph, a rich 
man from the Judean town of Arimathea, also a prominent member 
of the Council, who had not consented to their decision and action. 
He was a good, upright man who was waiting for the kingdom of 
God, and he was a disciple of Jesus, but secretly, because he feared 
the Jews.  



10 

 

 A jar of wine vinegar was there. Immediately one of them ran 
and got a sponge. He filled it with wine vinegar, put it on a stick, and 
offered it to Jesus to drink. But the rest said, “Leave Him alone now. 
Let’s see if Elijah comes to save Him and take Him down.”  

 

Quiet meditation as the organ plays…  
 

JESUS’ SIXTH WORDS  

 

“IT IS FINISHED”  

 

When He had received the drink, Jesus said, “It is finished.”  
 

St. John’s Grades 5-8 students sing.  (1:00pm service only) 

 

JESUS’ SEVENTH WORDS  

 

“FATHER, INTO YOUR HANDS I COMMIT MY SPIRIT”  

 

 Jesus cried out again with a loud voice, “Father, into Your 
hands I commit My spirit.” When He said this, He bowed His head 
and gave up His life.  

 At that moment the curtain of the Temple was torn in two 
from top to bottom. The earth shook and the rocks split. The tombs 
broke open and the bodies of many holy people who had died were 
raised to life. They came out of the tombs, and after Jesus’ resurrec-
tion, they went into the Holy City and appeared to many people.  

 The centurion, who stood there in front of Jesus, and those 
with him who were guarding Jesus, saw the earthquake and all that 
had happened. They were terrified, yet they praised God and said, 
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sus answered him, “I tell you the truth, today you will be with Me in 
paradise.”  

 

HYMN:  CW# 430, vv. 1-4 

   “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted” 

 

JESUS” THIRD WORDS  --  Devotion based on Matthew 27:45 

 

“HERE IS YOUR SON...HERE IS YOUR MOTHER” 

 

 Near the cross of Jesus stood His mother, His mother’s sister, 
Mary the wife of Cleopas, and Mary of Magdala. When Jesus saw His 
mother there, and the disciple whom He loved standing nearby, He 
said to His mother, “Here is your son,” and to the disciple, “Here is 
your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his 
home. It was now about the sixth hour, and darkness came over the 
whole land until the ninth hour, for the sun stopped shining.  

 

PSALM 22 (A Messianic Psalm)  

 

P: My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? 

C: Why are You so far from saving Me, so far from the words of My 
groaning? 

 

P: My God, I cry out by day, but You do not answer, 

C: By night, and am not silent. 

 

P: Yet You are enthroned as the Holy One; 

C: You are the praise of Israel. 
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P: In You our Fathers put their trust; 

C: They trusted and You delivered to them. 

 

P: They cried to You and were saved; 

C: In You they trusted and were not disappointed. 

 

P: But I am a worm and not a man, 

C: Scorned by men and despised by the people. 

 

P:  All who see me mock Me; 

C: They hurl insults, shaking their heads: 

 

P: “He trusts in the LORD; let the LORD rescue Him. 

C: Let Him deliver Him, since He delights in Him.” 

 

P:  Yet you brought Me out of the womb; 

C:  You made Me trust in You even at My mother’s breast. 

 

P:  From birth I was cast upon You; 

C:  From My mother’s womb you have been My God. 

 

P:  Do not be far from Me, 

C:  For trouble is near and there is no one to help. 

 

P:  My strength is dried up like a potsherd, and My tongue sticks to 
the roof of My mouth; 

C:  You lay Me in the dust of death. 

 

P:  Dogs have surrounded Me;  a band of evil men has encircled Me, 
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C:  They have pierced My hands and feet. 

 

P:  I can count all My bones; 

C:  People stare and gloat over Me. 

 

P:  They divide My garments among them 

C:  And cast lots for My clothing. 

 

P:  But You, O LORD, be not far off; 

C: O my Strength, come quickly to help Me. 

 

JESUS’ FOURTH WORDS 

 

“ELOI, ELOI, LAMA SABACHTHANI?” 

 

 About the ninth hour Jesus cried out in a loud voice, “Eloi, 
Eloi, lama sabachthani?” - which means, “My God, My God, why 
have You forsaken Me?”  When some of those standing there heard 
this, they said, “He ‘s calling Elijah.” 

 

HYMN:  CW #432, vv. 1,3,4 

   “O Dearest Jesus, What Law Have You Broken” 

 

JESUS’ FIFTH WORDS 

 

“I AM THIRSTY” 

 

 Later, knowing that all was now completed, and so that the 
Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, “I am thirsty.”  


