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ABOUT TONIGHT'S SERVICE  

 As with Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday marks a unique place in 
the church calendar.  Just as Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, so 
Maundy Thursday marks the end of Lenten preparation. 

 Tonight’s service begins with the “Instructions for End of Lent” and is 
followed by the confession of sins and absolution.  Holy Communion is cele-
brated in the Maundy Thursday service.  Receiving Christ’s body and blood 
for the forgiveness of our sins is always appropriate in worship, and espe-
cially on this night, when our Savior instituted the Sacrament. 

 The post-communion portion of the service takes us from the upper 
room in Jerusalem where Jesus and the disciples celebrated the Passover to 
the Garden of Gethsemane in preparation for Good Friday.  We will hear 
again that portion of our Passion History Reading as Jesus prays before He is 
betrayed, arrested and deserted by all. 

 The congregation hears no closing blessing--yet.  Rather, the three 
services of Holy Week (Thursday, Friday, Sunday) flow into one another as 
the congregation disperses in silence to reassemble for worship on Good 
Friday. 

 The order of service is found in this bulletin.  Some portions of the 
service are spoken responsively.  Congregational parts are printed in bold.  It 
looks like this: 

P:  Spoken by the Pastor 

C: Spoken by the Congregation 
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 “No more of this!  Put your sword back into its sheath,” Jesus said to 
him, “for all who draw the sword will die by the sword.  Shall I not drink the 
cup the Father has given Me?  Do you think I cannot call on My Father, and 
He will at once put at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels?  But 
how, then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it must happen in this 
way?”  And He touched the man’s ear and healed him. 

 At that time Jesus said to the crowd, the chief Priests, the officers of 
the Temple guard and the elders, who had come from Him, “Am I leading a 
rebellion: that you have come out with swords and clubs to capture Me?  
Every day I sat in the Temple courts teaching, and you did not lay a hand on 
Me.  But this is your hour -- when darkness reigns!  This has all taken place 
that the writings of the prophets might be fulfilled.”  All the disciples de-
served Him and fled. 

 

CLOSING HYMN:  CW# 677, vv. 7-8 

JOIN US FOR GOOD FRIDAY SERVICES AT 1:00pm and 7:00pm 

EASTER  SERVICE SUNDAY AT 9:00am 
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 Returning to the disciples the third time, He said to them, “Are you 
still sleeping and resting?  Look, the hour is near, and the Son of Man is be-
trayed into the hands of sinners.  Rise, let us go!  Here comes My betrayer!” 

 While He was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived, guid-
ing a detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and 
Pharisees.  They were carrying torches, lanterns, and weapons.  With him 
was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief 
priests, the teachers of the Law, and elders of the people.  Judas was lead-
ing them. 

 “Jesus of Nazareth, “ they replied. 

 “I am He,” Jesus said.  Judas the traitor was standing there with them 
.  When Jesus said, “I am He, “they drew back and fell to the ground. 

 Again He asked them, “Who is it you want?” 

 And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 

 “I told you that I am He,” Jesus answered.  “If you are looking for Me, 
then let these men go.”  this happened so that the words He had spoken 
would be fulfilled:  “I have not lost one of those You gave me.” 

 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them.  “The one I kiss is 
the man; arrest Him and lead Him away under guard.”  Going at once to Je-
sus, Judas approached Jesus to kiss Him and said, “Greetings, rabbi!” and 
kissed Him. 

 Jesus asked him, “Judas, are you betraying the Son of Man with a 
kiss?  Friend, do what you came for.” 

 Then the men stepped forward, seized Jesus and arrested Him.  
When Jesus’ followers saw what was going to happen, they said, “Lord, 
should we strike with our sword, drew it out and struck the servant of the 
High Priest, cutting off his right ear.  The servant’s name was Malchus. 
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ORDER OF SERVICE 

INVOCATION 

P: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN:  CW# 677, vv. 1-2 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE END OF LENT 

P: In this Lenten season we have heard again how our Lord walked the 
path of suffering which led Him to the cross for our salvation.  We have 
also heard our Lord’s call to intensify our struggle against sin, death, 
and the devil -- all that keeps us from loving God and on another.  This 
is the struggle to which we were committed at Baptism; God’s for-
giveness and the power of His Spirit to amend our lives continue with 
us because of His love for us in Jesus our Savior. 

      Within the family of the Church, God never wearies of giving peace and                 
new life.  In the absolution, we receive forgiveness as from God Himself.    
This absolution we should not doubt but firmly believe that our sins are 
thus forgiven before God in heaven, for it comes to us in the name and 
by the command of our Lord. 

 We who receive God’s love in Jesus Christ are called to love one anoth-
er, to be servants to each other, as Jesus became our servant. 

 In Holy Communion the member of Christ’s body participate most inti-
mately in His love.  Remembering our Lord’s Last Supper with His disci-
ples, we eat the bread and drink the cup of this meal.  Together we re-
ceive the Lord’s gift of His body and blood for forgiveness and partici-
pate in that new covenant that makes us one with Him and on another.  
The Lord’s Supper is the promise of the great banquet we will share 
with all the faithful when our Lord returns, the joyous culmination of 
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our reconciliation with God and each other. 

C:  Amen 

Please Stand 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

P: Our help is in the name of the LORD, 

C: who made heaven and earth. 

P: Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are cov-
ered. 

C: Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him 
and in whose spirit is no deceit. 

P: I said, “I will confess my transgressions unto the LORD”-- 

C:  and You forgave the guilt of my sin. 

P: Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

ALL:  Almighty and merciful Father,  we have strayed from Your ways like     
lost sheep.  We have followed what we have devised and desired in 
our hearts.  We have offended You and sinned against Your Laws.  
We have done the things that we should not do.  Have mercy on us, 
O God!  Spare us, forgive us, and restore us, according to Your 
promises in Christ. 

P: The almighty God has been merciful to us and has sent His Son to die 
for all.  For His sake, God forgives our sins and calls us from darkness to 
His marvelous light.   

 Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive 
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
Holy Spirit. 
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FROM THE UPPER ROOM TO THE GARDEN 

 After they sang a hymn, Jesus went with His disciples and 
crossed the Kidron Valley.  On the other side there was an olive 
grove, a place called Gethsemane.  Jesus and His disciples went into 
it.  Now Judas, who betrayed Him, knew the place, because Jesus had 
often met there with His disciples. 

 On reaching the place, Jesus said to His disciples, “Sit here 
while I go over there and pray.  Pray so that you will not fall into 
temptation.”  He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, James and 
John, along with Him and began to be sorrowful and troubled.  Then 
He said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point 
of death.  Stay here and keep watch with Me.”  He withdrew about a 
stone’s throw, knelt down, and fell on the ground and prayed that if 
possible the hour might pass from Him.  “Abba, Father, “ He said, 
everything is possible for You.  Take this cup from Me.  Yet not what 
I will, but what You will.  Not My will, but Your be done.” 

 When He rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, He 
found them asleep, exhausted from sorrow.  “Simon,” He said to Pe-
ter, “are you asleep?  Could you mean not keep watch with Me from 
one hour?  Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation.  
The spirit is willing, but the body is weak.” 

 He went away a second time and prayed, “My Father, if it is 
not possible for this cup to be taken away unless I drink it, may Your 
will be done.” 

 When He came back, He again found them sleeping, because 
their eyes were heavy. They did not know what to say to Him.  So He 
left them and went away once more and prayed the third time, saying 
the same thing.  An angel from heaven appeared to Him and strength-
ened Him.  And being in anguish, He prayed more earnestly, an His 
sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground.  
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PEACE OF THE LORD 

P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD (Agnus Dei) 

Be seated 

DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT 

 We ask that only those who have previously spoken to our pastor or are 

 members in good standing of this or another WELS or ELS congregation 

 come to Holy Communion this evening.  Our practice of Close Commun-

 ion is in no way trying to judge anyone’s faith.  What we are trying to do 

 is follow the Bible’s clear teaching to first study God’s Word together.  As 

 we do so, we can share with/review with you what the Lord’s Supper is all 

 about.  You, then, also have an opportunity to examine what we believe 

 and teach before you come to the Lord’s Supper here at St. John’s          

 Lutheran  and make a public profession that you agree with what we 

 teach.  If you have any questions about this or would like to commune at 

 St. John’s in the future, Pastor Robbert would love to sit down with you 

 on your schedule and at your convenience and talk about these important 

 matters. 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN:  CW# 677, vv. 5-6 

PRAYER 

P: We give thanks, almighty God, that You have refreshed us with 
this Holy Supper.  We pray that through it You will strengthen our 
faith in You and increase our love for one another.  We ask this in 
the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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C: Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY (Kyrie Eleison) 

P: In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  For the peace from above and our 
protection, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For the peace and safety of the whole world, for the well-being of God’s 
Church, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: For this holy house and all who offer here their worship and praise, let 
us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

P: Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

P: Let us pray. 

 Lord Jesus Christ, in the sacrament of Holy Communion You give us 
Your true body and blood as a remembrance of Your suffering and 
death on the cross.  Grant us so firmly to believe Your words and prom-
ise that we may always partake of this sacrament to our eternal good;  
for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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OLD TESTAMENT LESSON -- Exodus 12:1-14 

 The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in Egypt, “This month is to be for 
you the first month, the first month of your year.  Tell the whole communi-
ty of Israel that on the tenth day of this month each man is to take a lamb 
for his family, one for each household.  If any household is too small for a 
whole lamb, they must share one with their nearest neighbor, having taken 
into account the number of people there are.  You are to determine the 
amount of lamb needed in accordance with what each person will eat.  
The animals you choose must be year-old males without defect, and you 
may take them from the sheep or the goats.  Take care of them until the 
fourteenth day of the month, when all the people of the community of Is-
rael must slaughter them at twilight.  Then they are to take some of the 
blood and put it on the sides and tops of the doorframes of the houses 
where they eat the lambs.  That same night they are to eat the meat roast-
ed over the fire, along with bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast.  
Do not eat the meat raw or cooked in water, but roast it over the fire --
head, legs and inner parts.  Do not leave any of it till morning; if some is 
left till morning, you must burn it.  This is how you are to eat it: with you 
cloak tucked into your belt, your sandals on your feet and your staff in your 
hand.  Eat it in haste; it is the Lord’s Passover. 

 On that same night I will pass through Egypt and strike down every 
firstborn -- both men and animals -- and I will bring judgment on all the 
god of Egypt.  I am the Lord.  The blood will be a sign for you on the houses 
where you are; and when I see the blood, I will pass over you.  No destruc-
tive plague will touch you when I strike Egypt. 

 This is a day you are to commemorate; for the generation to come 
you shall celebrate it as a festival to the Lord -- a lasting ordinance.” 
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The Sacrament 

PREFACE 

P: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

P: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up unto the Lord. 

P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

P: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places 
give You thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, when His hour had come, in His 
great love He gave this supper to His disciples, that we might proclaim 
His death, and feast with Him in his kingdom.  Therefore, with all the 
saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise Your holy mane and join 
their glorious song: 

HOLY,  HOLY, HOLY (Sanctus) 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night He was betrayed, took bread; and 
when He had given thanks, He broke it and gave it to His disciples, say-
ing, “Take and eat; this is My body, which is given for you.  Do this in re-
membrance of Me.” 

 Then He took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink 
from it all of you; this is My blood of the new covenant, which is poured 
out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, 
in remembrance of Me.” 
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us just as You are in Him.  Keep us from divisive error, needless dis-
putes, and calloused indifference. 

C: Because there is one loaf, we, who are  many, are one body, for we all 
partake of the one loaf. 

P: Use the apostolic gospel wherever it is preached to create and sustain 
faith.  Just as Jesus now sits in glory, bring us and the full number of 
Your chosen ones to the place where He has gone, which even now He 
makes ready for use. 

C: Our citizenship is in heaven.  And we eagerly await a Savior from 
there, the Lord Jesus Christ. 

P: As he interceded for us then, we are confident that He intercedes for us 
now.  Therefore, we ask these things in His name and pray as He taught 
us: 

ALL:  Our Father, who art in heaven, 

      hallowed be thy name, 

     thy kingdom come, 

      thy will be done, 

      on earth as it is in heaven.        

 Give us this day our daily bread; 

      and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 

         who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
 and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

7 

 

PSALM OF THE DAY -- Psalm 116 

EPISTLE LESSON -- Hebrews 10:15-25 

The Holy Spirit also testifies to us about this.  First he says: 

 “This is the covenant I will make with them after that time,                           
  says the Lord. 

 I will put my laws in their hearts,                                                                 
  and I will write them on their minds.” 

Then he adds: 

 “Their sins and lawless acts I will remember no more.” 

And where these have been forgiven, there is no longer any sacrifice for 
sin. 

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the Most Holy 
Place by the blood of Jesus, by a new and living way opened for us through 
the curtain, that is, his body, and since we have a great priest over the 
house of God, let us draw near to God with a sincere heart in full assur-
ance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us from a guilty con-
science and having our bodies washed with pure water.  Let us hold un-
swervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  And let 
us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good 
deeds.  Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in habit of doing, 
but let us encourage one another -- and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. 

HYMN:  CW# 677, vv. 3-4 

GOSPEL/SERMOM LESSON -- Luke 22:7-20 

The day of Unleavened Bread arrived, when it was necessary to sacrifice 
the Passover lamb. 8 Jesus sent Peter and John, saying, “Go prepare the 
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Passover for us, so that we may eat it.” 

9 They said to him, “Where do you want us to prepare it?” 

10 He told them, “Just as you enter the city, a man carrying a jar of water 
will meet you. Follow him into the house that he enters. 11 Tell the owner 
of the house, ‘The Teacher says to you, “Where is the guest room, where I 
may eat the Passover with my disciples?”’ 12 He will show you a large, fur-
nished upper room. Make preparations there.” 13 They went and found 
things just as he had told them, and they prepared the Passover. 

14 When the hour had come, Jesus reclined at the table with the twelve 
apostles. 15 He said to them, “I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover 
with you before I suffer, 16 for I tell you, I will not eat it again until it is ful-
filled in the kingdom of God.” 

17 He took a cup, gave thanks, and said, “Take this and divide it among 
yourselves, 18 for I tell you, from now on I will not drink of the fruit of the 
vine until the kingdom of God comes.” 

19 He took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 
them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remem-
brance of me.” 20 In the same way, he took the cup after the supper, saying, 
“This cup is the new testament in my blood, which is being poured out for 
you. 

Forgiveness Through This Holy Supper 
Please Stand 

RESPONSE 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH FOR MAUNDY THURSDAY 

P:  Father in heaven, just as Your Son lifted His eyes toward You on the 
night of His passion, we confidently approach you in His name as this 
day draws to a close. 

C: I lift up my eyes to the hills.  My help comes from the Lord. 

P: As Priest and Passover Lamb, He prayed that His sacrifice, soon offered 
on the cross, would be acceptable to You and would result in His glory 
and our salvation.  We give You praise that, having finished the work 
You gave Him to do, You answered His prayer. 

C: At the name of Jesus, every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth 
and under the earth, and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is 
Lord to the glory of God the Father. 

P: As ascending Advocate, He prayed for the disciples who believed His 
word and remained in the world.  Preserve Your saints here and in eve-
ry place who bear Your name through baptism.  Though they are still in 
the world, keep them from becoming of the world and protect them 
from its hatred. 

C: Sanctify them by the truth, Your word in truth. 

P: Bless the instruction of the young.  As You used the Passover celebra-
tion to teach Israel’s youth, bless our frequent celebration of Holy Com-
munion as opportunity and incentive to teach our children that they 
may soon share in it with us. 

C: Whenever we eat the bread and drink the cup, we proclaim the Lord’s 
death until He comes. 

P: Finally, as Mediator for mankind, He prayed for those elect who were 
yet to be gathered.  May the unity created by Your Word and expressed 
in Your Sacrament serve as clear evidence to the world that Christ is in 


