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October 31, 2021                                      Reformation Sunday 
 

As we gather: 
     Lord, keep us faithful to your Word!  The Festival of the Lutheran Reformation 
of the Church emphasizes the true Church’s unfailing reliance on the Word of God 
and unflinching testimony to it in the face of persecution.  Jesus promised to pour 
out his Spirit on the Church that we might be God’s mouthpiece even before 
kings.  Today the Church prays that the Lord give us to strength to be faithful and 
the peace of knowing our lives are safe in his hands. 
 

Personal prayer: 
     I praise you, O Lord, my rock and my salvation, for restoring your pure Word 
to me through the Reformation.  Though Satan worked to keep the gospel hidden, 
in faithful grace you raised up messengers to boldly proclaim the truth of free 
forgiveness in Christ Jesus.  Preserve your Holy Word and sacraments always, O 
God.  Guard my heart so that I never despise your Word but gladly hear and learn 
it.  Make me a bold confessor in a world that desperately needs to hear your truth.  
In Jesus’ name I pray.  Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn                                     A Mighty Fortress Is Our God (CW 200)  
Please stand during verse 4 

 

Invocation 
P:  In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C:  Amen. 
 

Dialog for Reformation Day                Selected Psalms 
P:  I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 

(Psalm 122:1) 
C:  One thing I ask of the LORD, this is what I seek:  that I may dwell in the 

house of the LORD all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of 
the LORD and to seek him in his temple. (Psalm 27:4) 

 

P:  Who may ascend the hill of the LORD?  Who may stand in his holy place? 
(Psalm 24:3) 

C:  He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul 
to an idol or swear by what is false. (Psalm 24:4) 
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P:  The LORD looks down from heaven on the sons of men to see if there are any 
who understand, any who seek God.  All have turned aside, they have together 
become corrupt; there is no one who does good, not even one. (Psalm 14:2,3) 

C:  Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; according 
to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  Wash away all my 
iniquity and cleanse me from my sin.  For I know my transgressions, and 
my sin is always before me. (Psalm 51:2,3) 

  
P:  Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered.  

Blessed is the man whose sin the LORD does not count against him. (Psalm 
32:1,2) 

C:  I will exalt you, O LORD, for you lifted me out of the depths; O LORD 
my God, I called to you for help and you healed me. (Psalm 30:1,2) 

 

P:  God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.  Therefore we 
will not fear, though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of 
the sea. (Psalm 46:1,2) 

C:  The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress. (Psalm 
46:7) 

 

P:  Sing to the LORD, you saints of his; praise his holy name.  For his anger lasts 
only a moment, but his favor lasts a lifetime. (Psalm 30:4,5) 

C:  Sing to the Lord a new song, his praise in the assembly of his saints. 
(Psalm 149:1) 

 

Prayer of the Day 
P:  Gracious Lord, our refuge and strength, pour out your Holy Spirit on your 

faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your Word, protect and comfort them 
in all temptations, defend them against all their enemies, and bestow on the 
Church your saving peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God now and forever. 

C:  Amen. (spoken) 
 

(Be seated) 
 

The First Lesson                        Daniel 3:16-28 
16 Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, “O Nebuchadnezzar, we do 

not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the 
blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he will rescue us from 
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your hand, O king. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, O king, that we 
will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”  

19 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and 
his attitude toward them changed. He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter 
than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up 
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So 
these men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and 
thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent and the furnace 
so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach 
and Abednego, 23 and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.  

24 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 
advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?”  

They replied, “Certainly, O king.”  
25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 

unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”  
26 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, 

“Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! Come 
here!”  

So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the satraps, 
prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire 
had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not 
scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.  

28 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 
Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants! They trusted in him and 
defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or 
worship any god except their own God. 
 

Psalm of the Day                             Psalm 46, hymnal page 84 
 

Second Lesson                                                               Revelation 14:6-7  
   6 Then I saw another angel flying in midair, and he had the eternal gospel to 
proclaim to those who live on the earth—to every nation, tribe, language and people.  7 

He said in a loud voice, “Fear God and give him glory, because the hour of his 
judgment has come. Worship him who made the heavens, the earth, the sea and the 
springs of water.” 
 
Verse of the Day                                             John 8:31,32 
 



 5 

Alleluia. If you continue in my Word, you are truly my disciples, and you will know the 
truth, and the truth will make you free. Alleluia. 
 

(Please stand) 
 

The Gospel                                    Mark 13:5-11 
   5 Jesus said to them: “Watch out that no one deceives you.  6 Many will come in my 

name, claiming, ‘I am he,’ and will deceive many.  7 When you hear of wars and rumors 
of wars, do not be alarmed. Such things must happen, but the end is still to come.  8 

Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. There will be 
earthquakes in various places, and famines. These are the beginning of birth pains.  
9 “You must be on your guard. You will be handed over to the local councils and 
flogged in the synagogues. On account of me you will stand before governors and 
kings as witnesses to them.  10 And the gospel must first be preached to all nations.  11 

Whenever you are arrested and brought to trial, do not worry beforehand about what 
to say. Just say whatever is given you at the time, for it is not you speaking, but the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
The Confession of Faith       

Luther’s explanation to the 2nd Article of the Apostles Creed 
     I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 
and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord. 
     He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won 
me from all sins, from death and from the power of the devil, not with gold or 
silver, but with his holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and 
death. 
     All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, 
and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence and blessedness, just as 
he has risen from death and lives and rules eternally. 
     This is most certainly true. 
 

(Be seated) 
 

Children’s Message                
 
Hymn                   Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word (CW 203) 
 

Sermon Text                 Revelation 14:6,7 
Sermon Theme                           Give God Glory! 
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(Please stand) 
 

Prayer for Reformation 
P: Almighty and eternal God, when the time had fully come, you sent your Son to 

take our place under the demands of the law and to endure the just punishment 
for our sins.  For our sake you accepted his sacrifice on the cross and raised 
him from death to glorious splendor. 

C: Praise the Lord, my soul, and forget not all his benefits. 
 

P: When the time had fully come, you bestowed your Spirit on your people as a 
testimony that you had called them to proclaim the gospel to every creature.  
Equipped and encouraged, they carried the Word of salvation into all the 
world. 

C: The Lord reigns. Let the earth be glad; let the distant shores rejoice. 
 

P: When the time had fully come, you raised up your servant Martin Luther to 
restore the pure and right teaching of the Scriptures to a troubled Church.  You 
renewed your people with the light of your love, and your holy church grew 
and prospered throughout the world. 

C: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
 

P: When the time had fully come, you made our forefathers bold to take their 
stand on the truth of your Word.  You have blessed their sons and daughters 
and have enabled us to preserve and proclaim the saving gospel. 

C: Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things; let this be known to all 
the world. 

 

P: Let this be a time, O Lord, when you renew us again by Word and sacrament, 
when you reform our hearts and minds, and when you restore to us the joy of 
fellowship and service.  Grant to us in this age and in this place the courage of 
the apostles, the steadfastness of the reformers, and the dedication of those 
who have gone before us. 

C: May the Lord our God be with us as he was with our fathers; may he 
never leave us nor forsake us. 

 

P: May this be a time, O Lord, for confession and repentance.  Forgive us for the 
apathy that harms our faith and hinders our works. Forgive us for boasting of 
our past achievements and for blaming others for our present problems.  Rid 
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us of indifference to public worship and Bible study.  Destroy the distrust that 
plagues us, and shatter every thought and word that harms the unity of the 
Spirit and the bond of peace. 

C: Create in us pure hearts, O God, and renew steadfast spirits within us. 
 

Special intercessions and prayers may follow 
 

P: Let this be a time, O Lord, when we recommit and reconsecrate ourselves to 
the ministry of the gospel.  Let us find joy in our unity, zeal for our work, and 
success in our labor. 

C: May God be gracious to us and bless us and make his face shine on us, 
that his ways may be known on earth, his salvation among all nations.  
Amen. 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 
     Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom 
come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing                   Psalm 46 
P: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble. 
C: Therefore we will not fear! 
 

P: Though the earth give way and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
C: Though its waters roar and foam, and the mountains quake with their 

surging. 
 

P: There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy place where 
the Most High dwells. 

C: God will help her at break of day. 
 

P: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.  
C: Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn              God’s Word Is Our Great Heritage (CW 293) 
 


